Lettering
James Madison Crew is a club sport competing with varsity status.  Varsity letters are awarded according to standards established by the school, the Coaches, and the Board.  Earning a Varsity Letter is a privilege and an honor; competing in a varsity boat does not automatically entitle the student athlete to a Letter.  The Varsity Letter represents a commitment to the sport and to the team, is indicative of the athlete’s proficiency in rowing, and will be awarded only after careful consideration by the coaching staff, using the criteria described below.

Student athletes who meet the following quantifiable requirements may be awarded a Varsity Letter:

· Meet or exceed Madison’s academic and attendance criteria;

· Participate in a minimum of 6 upper boat/Varsity Level races;

· Have no more than two unexcused absences;

· Be on time, as determined by the Coaches, for all practices and regattas; and

· Complete dues, fundraising, and service hour requirements by the designated deadlines.

In addition, the following qualities of the student athlete will also be considered during evaluation for a Varsity Letter:

· Attitude;

· Effort;

· Work ethic;

· Skill level;

· Athletic ability;

· Responsiveness to coaching;

· Commitment to the team;

· Commitment to the sport;

· Positive role model for freshman/novice team members;

· Consistent participation in mandatory and non-mandatory activities, such as de-rigging for a regatta, Sandy Run work days, recruitment activities, etc.;

· Courteousness and respect to fellow (and opposing) teammates, coaches, parents, and volunteers; and

· Coach’s discretion (based upon exemplary team spirit and support, dedication to crew, and outstanding effort).

The Coaches have the right to veto or waive requirements under unusual or exceptional circumstances.

Student athletes who maintain a GPA of 3.5 or higher during the crew season will be given a separate Scholar-Athlete award and recognition at both the all-school Spring Sports Awards Night in June, as well as at the Crew End-of-Season Banquet.
